Clann Aire

Inclement Weather Policy for Parents

$olicy Statement:
Clann Aire is committed to ensuring the safety and welfare of children, parents and employees
attending our service at all times.
This policy addresses the situation where Clann Aire will close due to weather related circumstances
outside of our control. At all times safety considerations will be paramount.
Principle:

This policy is underwritten by the Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services) Regulations 2016 and
Tusla’s Quality and Regulatory Framework.

Rationale:

It is important to set out any custom and practice within the setting about what happens in the event of extreme
weather conditions or unforeseen closures.

Measures to be taken to ensure the safety and welfare of children, Staff and Parents:

* We have a Risk Assessment Form in place outlining all the considerations we will take to ensure that all
Children, Parents and employees’ safety is prioritised.

e We will adhere to government advice and any weather warnings.

* We will undertake a detailed risk assessment before opening our service to identify whether there are any
hazards for children, Parents and employees in relation to travel, building, compliance with Regulations.

* Depending on the outcome of our Risk Assessment we will consider whether it is necessary to close the
service.

e We have a procedure in place to contact parents and employees at short notice.

Weather warnings

Please see the MET Eireann official document below for guidance regarding weather warnings. We will also follow
the guidelines issued by the department for each weather event.
If Met Eireann issue a weather warning for Cork, the following procedure will apply.

* Yellow warning: The weather will be monitored by management and our service will remain open.

¢ Orange warning: The weather will be monitored by management and our service will try and remain open
when it’s safe to do so. In certain circumstances our services may have later opening and earlier closing
times.

e Red warning: Our Service will close

Communication to Parents

Management willcommunicate to parents through the email. If assistance isneeded from staff to contact parents
at any point, staff will be instructed to do so by a member of management.

If a decision is made to close the service, this will be communicated to Parents as soon as possible to allow for
parents to make other arrangements. Parents will be kept informed as events unfold to ensure there is no
unnecessary travel. Parents must understand that all decisions made are taken considering the circumstances



of the current situation and our risk assessment on the health and safety of all children, staff and parents and
our ability to comply with Regulations. The management will act as reasonable as possible given the
circumstances.

"Management of payments due during inclement weather
Clann Aire is a small business that relies heavily on parents’ fees to be sustainable.

Full daycare Services including full daycare ECCE

If the decision is taken to close Clann Aire, due to a Red weather warning, then Parents will not be asked for
payment for the day of the closure.

If Clann Aire opens during bad weather (Yellow or Orange weather warning), Parents will be charged their normal
days rate.

Afterschool service

For families who have children attending our afterschool facility, if the decision is taken to close Clann Aire, due
to a Red weather warning, then Parents will not be asked for payment for the day of the closure.

In the event the school unexpectantly closes and Clann Aire remains open, you will be charged your normal fees
for the day/days of the closure or if you require childcare our creche fees daily rate will apply.

As we must walk the children to and from school during the inclement weather, this can be challenging and the
safety of all children and staff must take priority. During periods of inclement weather, a risk assessment by the
manager on duty will be carried out to assess the safety of the walk to school. We will do our upmost to keep our
service going by taking all the necessary measures regarding safety. Parents will be informed by email as soon as
possible if any changes to this service need to be made.

Review and Evaluation - After each incident the Management and staff of the centre will review and evaluate each
event after it has taken place to ensure that all safety measures and procedures were conducted in accordance
with best health and safety practices. Outcomes of these reviews will be recorded using the template below, and

policies and procedures will be updated as appropriate.

This policy was adopted by Clondrohid Community Créche Pre-School & After School Services.

Signed byzcmaﬁﬁ.edkm»% On behalf of Management (Manager)
Date: lq ,Db [ 2025

Date created: January 2025
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